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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-9, 14 and 16-28 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, the main reason for indication of allowable subject 
matter is because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest producing a modified 
video signal consisting of a continuous sequence of the first and second fields or frames 
to selectively applying said modified video signal to a video display apparatus whereby 
to cause said apparatus to display said captured optical image according to the first or 
second fields or frames contained in said modified signal. 

Takahashi, 2002/0071044 A1 discloses a method of producing a video recording 
with improved dynamic range comprising: providing a video sensor (Fig. 1: 103) capable 
of converting an optical image into a video signal comprising a sequence of video fields 
or frames (See fig. 3) representing the optical image (Page 2, U 0045); operating said 
video sensor to capture an optical image and simultaneously varying the amount of light 
(Page 6, U 0072) received by said video sensor during the time frame of each video field 
or frame so that the resulting video signal representing said captured optical image will 
constitute a sequence of video fields or frames comprising at least first and second 
fields or frames representing substantially different exposure values of the captured 
image occurring repetitively in said sequence (Page 3, U 0050; page 6, 0072; see also 
fig. 12 for field memories). However, Takahashi fails to teach or reasonably suggest 
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producing a modified video signal consisting of a continuous sequence of the first and 
second fields or frames to selectively applying said modified video signal to a video 
display apparatus whereby to cause said apparatus to display said captured optical 
image according to the first or second fields or frames contained in said modified signal. 

Regarding claim 17, the main reason for indication of allowable subject matter is 
because the prior art fails to teach or reasonably suggest processing the video signal 
output to provide a first modified signal that defines a continuous sequence of first fields 
or frames, and a second modified signal that defines a continuous sequence of second 
fields or frames and utilizing said first and second modified video signals to produce 
separate displays of said captured optical image according to the exposures 
represented respectively by said first and second fields or frames. 

Takahashi, 2002/0071044 A1 discloses a method of producing a video recording 
with improved dynamic range comprising: providing a video sensor (Fig. 1: 103) capable 
of converting an optical image into a video signal comprising a sequence of video fields 
or frames (See fig. 3) representing the optical image (Page 2, U 0045); operating said 
video sensor to capture an optical image and simultaneously varying the amount of light 
(Page 6, 0072) received by said video sensor during the time frame of each video field 
or frame so that the resulting video signal representing said captured optical image will 
constitute a sequence of video fields or frames comprising at least first and second 
fields or frames representing substantially different exposure values of the captured 
image occurring repetitively in said sequence (Page 3, U 0050; page 6, U 0072; see also 
fig. 12 for field memories). However, Takahashi fails to teach or reasonably suggest 
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processing the video signal output to provide a first modified signal that defines a 
continuous sequence of first fields or frames, and a second modified signal that defines 
a continuous sequence of second fields or frames and utilizing said first and second 
modified video signals to produce separate displays of said captured optical image 
according to the exposures represented respectively by said first and second fields or 
frames. 

Regarding claims 4, 7, 9, 14, 18, 19, 22, 25, 26 and 28, the main reason for 
indication of allowable subject matter is because the prior art fails to teach or 
reasonably suggest deriving from the resulting video signal a modified video signal 
comprising a continuous sequence of only the first video field or frames or a continuous 
sequences of only the second video field or frames. 

Takahashi, 2002/0071044 A1 discloses a method of producing a video recording 
with improved dynamic range comprising: providing a video sensor (Fig. 1: 103) capable 
of converting an optical image into a video signal comprising a sequence of video fields 
or frames (See fig. 3) representing the optical image (Page 2, U 0045); operating said 
video sensor to capture an optical image and simultaneously varying the amount of light 
(Page 6, 0072) received by said video sensor during the time frame of each video field 
or frame so that the resulting video signal representing said captured optical image will 
constitute a sequence of video fields or frames comprising at least first and second 
fields or frames representing substantially different exposure values of the captured 
image occurring repetitively in said sequence (Page 3, U 0050; page 6, U 0072; see also 
fig. 12 for field memories). 
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Haga, JP 03179889 A teaches an automatic frame/field switching unit for 
imaging systems (Fig. 1 ), wherein the switching unit comprises first and second 
memories (Fig. 1:11 and 12) for storing the first and second received fields or frames 
from an imaging system output and a selector (Fig. 1:14) that when a detected signal of 
the absence of blur is received from the motion detector (Fig. 1:13), said selector 
outputs the digital video signal in which the pixel data stored in the first and second field 
memories are synthesized, and when a detected signal of the existence of blur from the 
motion detector, the selector selects the pixel data of either the first field memory or the 
second field memory and outputs the digital video signal in which the lines of the pixel 
data are synthesized so that they may be displayed twice, providing images without blur 
(Translation, page 4, lines 6-20). 

However, the teachings of Takahashi and Haga, either along or in combination 
fails to teach or reasonably suggest deriving from the resulting video signal a modified 
video signal comprising a continuous sequence of only said first video field or frames or 
a continuous sequences of only the second video field or frames. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R. Garber can be reached on (571 ) 272-7308. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nelson D. Hernandez 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 

NDHH 

May 13, 2005 



